Black History in
Oxford County

Early Settl ement

I n the early 1800s, the Aeacdck aBodeate o
racist | aws that were intended to |imit Bl a
empl oyment opportuniti eBl aak dOdtdhepsaal | raiwght s .
enacted throughout America, and the 1850 Fu
significant increase in Black settlement in
individuals and families fled these restric

Il n 1834, over 800,000 enslaved people in
parts of the Cari bbean, Africa, and South A
British I mperial Act This became known as
more Black individuals and families migrat.
slavery was still I egal until 1865.

The 06codesdé included such restric|tions

1.) Obeying strict curfew | aws, which|meant

friends and family was often not pos|sible.

2.) Not being allowed to testify in alcourt

3.) Requiring Black individuals to cafry cer

not allowed to settle in many states| witho
freedom.

4.) Paying an expensive bond to guaraptee t|
empl oyer .

5.) Requiring a certificate of freedom to Db
have employed a Bl ack worker without| a cer
pay f ee® whaorft tehe wor ker for the amoynt of
empl oyed by t hem.

6.) Limited employment due to being al Bl ack
7.) Being arrested for vagrancy if yolu were

of finding work based on the colour |of the
experienced.
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Black History in
Oxford County

Why Settle in Oxford County?

Freed members of the formerly ensl aved BI ¢

already | iving i n NorIw0bhs .T oMennsyh i ppe dopyl e haer rm
Oxford County through the help of supporter
others traveled on their own by road and r a
created in the | ate 1790s by abolitionists,
of slavery and provide a way for fl eeing sl
included members of the Religious Society o
Rail way terms were used as codes to ensure
secri@anduoftfeed sand provided shelter to escapi
hide them in their homes or on their proper

hid people escapinptalt@wesy mvBhesead dpaes

themsel ves fwaroghocaiiall d widng t he nor tdwasst aar t o
euphemi sm for escaping north to Canada; bot
made their way north to Canada to seek shel

The -mB8d0s was a time of progress and gr owt

factories and businesses were opening, fore
Western Railway and roads were being built,
many job opportunities many Bl ack residents
the Civil War ended in the United States.
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Black History in
Oxford County

Bl ack Communities

Otterville in Norwich Township was histori
settlement in the County since the early 1830
northern U.S.A. who, despite being freed fron
racism in their daily |lives and often found i
empl Oyment and su ppor t t r Un{dorthodlrec-(onoltheWoodswk Col- t hel r
families. Many sought sec e ew |ife
Canada. Education was ext ant to
families and a school wasc ' eir chi
Otterville area; the schc r be ca
(School Section) #18. Rel Gﬂ]ﬂﬂ“ﬂ”ﬁﬂﬂle "0"! O an in
part of the Black communi w‘“’""“"‘“"' u if ord Co
the beginning, community OOIDSTOCT i pped
together i®@ kPambsot Hewev e ey e
Bl ack community finally rMonday'AuguSt!IStonstruc
worship in, just outside Gmﬁgﬁfﬁmrpmm‘)f Otter

’ . [t cloc! W.A. A A Park
as the African Methodi st nwh.u]uaw.mmnmxm rch, it
hosted | arge church camp _Adiml::??:ﬂ::lugﬁ?‘%l:,: h were
attended by both Black ar| . “—om ocal re
The church is no longer sD’,lwAft?rnoon ., but t
R;cuu l'lm %2&"\"“);: ll.’nlqg‘i’ﬂ?c’?n E;' H
cemetery was restored anc gﬁb%x;‘n&.&.;gg‘.‘mm;hu;?.{..,rs, di sp
flaming candl es, have bee':;.':,"{,,:'J&;‘&’,‘““,;“m?,'“ﬂﬁn,{“,#};ﬁmm' nmar k ed
. || Adults 25¢, Child 16¢ xrnnd stand 16c. .
graves by the South Nor wi | Soci et
E'vening. ‘

Il ngersoll was a growir""“‘”"?m“”s"""“‘”w"m",centre
ear | y -1t800nmsi;d it became on ,,,,{'{Iﬁffﬁnﬂﬁf_o,.‘fﬂ?,“‘sm ern
terminals on the Under gr (8@ CHAMPIONSHIP CAKE WAL The

8 !’rlce%nbm

Weslgyan Met hodi st Chur ch GOD BAVE THE QUEEN became
it adbwhoenr e escaped ensl aveéu be

secretly smuggled into the9YatyOALc]|a|2ty slhee/rﬁrtétmlm;
night. A Black community cihyyrendSxSRa&E2BI1i ti sh
Episcopal Church,_was buiI{tgy@m@mdﬂsepu\,ﬂy@y3|dg
Catherine Street in Ingersoll, on the east si
river. It soon became the centre of the commu
estimated that over 400 Black residents |ived
the American Civil Wa r in 1865, when Ame rican
residents in this area reunited with their f a
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Historical Black
Community Members

Georfas hi mgidboas

George "Washington" Jon
orge "Gravy" Jones) was §
56 . He | ived in Chatham,§
caping slavery before ar
d appointi ngrihermseHifs ttoow
cluded -taaislwaddatw, si |l k 1t
dges decorating his coat
d brass megaphone, Jones

omi nent figure on Dundas

W T XTT QT D ODF(Q
SOD®SO0OTS®»SSW D

oming voice could be rec

own for his Ilively and f

ading source of informat

sides his position as to

the city.

Later in |ife Jones suf
continued his role with th
community members, who off aid
the busy downtown streets. In 1951 Jones pa
a former home for the dest¢ttietrunt ec aarned itnh otshee i
County. Local business owners paid for his
Woodstock Baptist Cemetery, a gesture recog

community.
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Historical Black
Community Members

Mar shall Ander son
!/ Mar shall Anderson, or Marsh as he was bette
TJ_';’%. Township in 1844. Marshall and his family, his
.! children, moved to Woodstock, Ontario where sa
]/ He was employed for 2 years as a Board of Work
hired as a night patrol man by the | ocal busine
downtown businesses after dark. The regul ar po
~ _and Marsh would take over. Despite being hired
covered all areas of police work. He held this
‘ of the entire community. He patroll ed Dundas S
Wel |l ington Street. His dog, named Seeker, a Gr
v alongside him each night for 10 years. He sent
t’ buildings first to sniff out trouble. | f Seeke
b dog's direction and arrest any wrongdoers if n
( compani on when he was just a puppy, and the do
'_t passed away at the age of 11.
]
{ Mar sh famously foil at
"“\' Mol son Bank in Woo i ve
bank robbers were over Hot el
' making plans to rob th ol d
112_ the details. Marsh too j ust
.! they were finding an e and
| sent them running He i n
charge of taking infam
convicted mur derer Reg to t
~county jail from the <c ;
conviction in 1890. Ma er of
the Woodstock Fire Bri t his
lifetime in Woodstock spect e
member of the communi:t 1y
in 1932 at the age of

Y al NBK ! yRSNE2

V t K202 &2 N8y
‘gﬂ ¢CKS {dG2NB 27
-,* h ET 2 NREG/E2 dey2(ie
e t SkaNBgo

’ A

»

(féxford(.‘,ou Nty

Growing stronger together




Historical Black
Community Members

Susan LeBurti s

Susan LeBurtis was born in Grey County, O
her husband William moved to Woodstock. Her
British Methodist Episcopal Church and Susa
makes wwonmeats. Susan was wel | known for her
gave to friends and neighbours when they we
known that she and William opened the LeBur
Street in Woodstock. After her husband pass
people with her medicines. She was eventual
association for practicing without a |icens
was found that she did not prescribe medici
herself; she was simply selling her remedie
them. She died in 1926, after many years of
the United States, and from other parts of t

=)

w>o — 0o~~~

Dr. John Tayl or

Dr. John Taylor was born in 1803 and esca
eventually fleeing to Canada. He | ived brief
1860s but I|ived the rest of his Iife i n
became known f his skill with creating e
ail ments. Dr. or had | earned som t
a doctor in Af I
charged with p
beli eved he wa
professional s
it was believed t
|l aying the charges
such as mercury n
knowl edge | ed to t
found in nature, |
published after hi
House a copy of w

i h
i i
u w

I
a Despite being a | ocal
ticing without a |icense
argeted because he had cure
stated was &ndemgaklven Dhou
must be amputated. He fou
stating that they were ¢
arsenic to their patient
accidental death of man
herbs, bark, and roots
a tRre vb ye wt I5é e\Wdono dPutbd d ks h$
iI's available at Weste
on
tr
t h

X~ @

roductii to his book
y there are
e

Col |l ec
who be
t hat C
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Historical Black
Community Members

Gi lbert Sanders

Gil bert Sanders was born in America circa
Ontario after escaping slavery in the Americ
only barbershop in town on duwurdaes shtorpe evta.s | n
|l ocated at 129 Dundas Street West. Sanders ¢
in 1871, where he is |listed as being unabl e
that only about 10 per cent of people who we
were generally opposed to enslaved people | e
considered a potential threat to the institu
found ways to educate themselves. Two ot her
Sand®@rseame employed as barbers in the 1871 <c
William Till man.

On October 24, 1869 Sdhare@Hises snanrfedmCar ol
Otterville, and the couple had three childre
After suffering with bg o year ,
Caroline died on Nove he age
of 35 Her death was r dstock
ni ght watchman Mar shal was
al so a member of the '
community. Shor&!l geaftfh
Gilbert Sanders appear romant
relationship with a wo
Johnson, who was al so They
had a son together na born
in Brantford, Ontario 1886 .
FI ora never®d tmarke ,Giwlhbiec
was | i kely that the pagkd p marr
Gi |l ber t 6eXaancdte rdsat e of ‘
| ocation are unknown a it is
that he died before 19§
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Historical Black
Community Members

Wi | IliceameoBalt | er

Born in 1823 in Dorcan County, Pennsyl vanni :
Susquehanna River between the citiefeaorBhil ade
Butler arrived in Ontario with his wife Anne an
made his way to Woodstock. While in Ontario, h €
children, ten in total. Over the next thirty pl
from | abourer, WwWaskeok(coatiangeht he exterior of
paint or chal ked | i me). I n 1861 he was a conf ec
and ice cream parlor on the site of the ol d Ope
fame came through the manuf afGeoeowmnl af stoaf fy of
considered -aegfteat kmtbovany welalt her prophet. When |
in February 1899, thiélhrerewve@maepagunet wdl t hbe: gr eas
upon the streets of Woodstock and citizens of a
anot her familiar character, one who in his | ong
nature and @Quaint humor.

In 1881, Butler placed the following advert.]
highlighting his services (verbatim):

iDe ol e henbéDeem rcohbiirnpd@m wongienof de rooster i
the | and. De pbiDegga@ams ea md Jarimytishheg hbiing Town Const a
showin his &agddwiDe md :

depper, De séers

am cdomiaitn of the cte ' : n |

L e GENRAL BOTER 1 DERD

am baﬁwexlnirthe-watvshhtj_‘le' (L DUILL 10 DEOw: |

season is open f o :
- D S ——

yowe f ékd itnigme £ o,

cleddes send r ounmt One of WWdStOCk,S Best ‘

For the G&nemeal ,Mt, |

of fice is down beh Known Charaeters f

Rai |l row, On t he f\q
come and see.0 The

Passed Away This Morning From an ||

¢KS KSHFREAYS 2F I Attack of Pneumonia—Onece a |
bDSYSNI b . dzit SNE t=| *  Slave,of Late Years a. Weath-

2 22 R4 (2 0w S{0¥5a5yad oI er Prophet and Vendor

HT CSOoNYzZE NB wmy o 'ilLl of Pig's Feet.
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Historical Black
Community Members

The Morton Family

HENRY AND ANNI E MORTON

Henry | . Morton was born in Ontario, Canada in 1873. O
County, Henry made his way to Woodstock, Ont ari o where he
year s. His first wife was Hattie Gardner, who he married
death and potenti al murder of her first husband Levi Gardn
were found not guilty in the end. Hattie died in 1906. Aft
in 1918. They |lived at 82 Main Street in Woodstock and wer
Henry was survived by 10 children: Har ol d, Donal d, Mc Ken zi
Bills defensive-ulpi comamdi amd Gsteagndorton), Dorot hy, |l sobel ,

Anni e was born in 1897 in Oakville, Ontario. After Hen
Anni e was a pb860sieahéeéhpumidshed a book of 70 poems titled
her | ife she was paraplegic. Annie passed away in 1967.

EMERY MORTON

Emery Morton, known as "Embry" by family, was the son
1929. After some troubled teenage years, Emery enlisted in
Kor ean Walr9 531)9.50He was a Private in the Princess Patricia':
he returned to Woodstock where he |lived in an apartment at
wor ked as a machinist at J. Stewart Manufacturing. He and
In 1958, Emery was |isted as a mechanic at J. Stewart Manu

Emery was
i nfamous murde
On June 10, 19
wal king west o
yelling and

a primar
r
5
n
scr
into the kitche
S
e
y

i n Wood(
4, Emer
Si mcoe
aming

of t h g
abbing

Vel i bor Rajic
floor. Emery vy |l ed at
turned to Emer and st a3
with the knife in his

-~ S O

kitchen, planning to g

use as a weapon to def d

the police arrived at {

chief crown witness du D
justice being served af§g

murdering Florence Boyd

have | eft Woodstock by

2016, and is buried at

Scarborough, Ont ari o.
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Historical Black
Community Members

\1 Il Il s@nBar ger s

ALBERT FREEMAN

f—'-'!&-_"" Al bert Freeman was born in Dereham Township in 1862 to Davi
¥ both born in America but madle8Gbts.i rl way862 tOmdyarliiovadcd drhel oti d1 1
-.:(‘ Dereham and were |isted as farmers in the 1871 census, although
M Freeman children. At the age of 19, Albert was I|isted as a barhb

Broadway in downtown Tillsonburg, Ontario. He briefly employed
part of the Black community in Oxford County. Albert eventually
B 1891 census.

. GEORGE WAYNER
‘ George Wayner was born in North Norwich Township on Decembe
Wayner and Esther Wayner. Hi s father was born in America, and h
I - Canada West. The couple had seven children in the 1861 census.
v where George attended school-20sBy hehewas meorhkei rmgasas na hbhar bneird f or
lv Tillsonburg. He only worked there for a brief period before emi
( barbershop. Wayner died in Pontiac, Michigan in 1928.

_ MALACHI BIRD

0

A Mal achi "Professor" Bird was born in Philadelphia, Pen

barber until he enlisted in the "Colored Regiment" in Febr

~ deserted a month |l ater, and was eventwually discharged from
‘J According to the 1870 US census, Malachi was |iving in
o three children. Ellen was born into slavery in Virginia bu
jv‘ abolished. In the early 1870s, they i mmigrated to Tillsonb
I g downt own on Broad = i i :
f daughter Martha s

: Pennsylvania.
Sadl vy, in the
time they Ilived i
f 3 childr

l ost three
tragically died a

. 1877. She and the
buried in the Pio
i Four months | ater
r...f-"' a woman named Mar
i‘ from Ingersoll . T
la T London, ON, where
:f years | ater of tu
. of 41 in 1879.
LAY
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Historical Black
Community Members

The Ander son Women

HANNAH ANDERSON

Hannah Julia Anderson (nee Topp) was born in 1819 in B
Ontari o. She spent her chil dhood days in Barton and the ci
married Lindsey B. Anderson. After their marriage, Hannah
where he had built them a shanty in the woods. Surrounded
by, Hannah assisted her husband with running the farm on |

According to Hannah's obituary, "At that ti me wolves h
were so bold that the settler's stock was in continual dan
settl ement of Otterville to buy provisionsge dsishgagnaeff oat pa
that would take around 1 hour of walking. It took the Ande
acres. During that time, they also started their family, h
Lindsey, also worked as a carpenter and became known for h

Epi scopal Church. He was the preacher at the Otterville Af
BME Church) for a sh®5@s pelkiimdseéewyn dihed miad 1888.

Hannah was the owner of the farm for the rest of her |
Woodstock with her daughter Jane to join the rest of her d

her daughters until her deatf—  — B T1910.
FRANCES LETI TI A ANDERSON é

Frances Anderson was bor gand
Hannah Anderson on their far he | ived
on the farm unti/|l 1881 when ik at the
age of 24 with her sisters M 26), and
Rebecca (22). The sisters we 2ing very
ambiti ous. They ran a busine Street,
working as milliners (making
hairdressers. Frances worked designed
straw and felt hat s. She was or her sk
and business savvy. She move ew years

| ater where she worked as a

In 1922 she bought a hou
in Woodstock with her sister
in 1924 due to illness. She with thei
[

business, ontinuing her wor

Frances died a year | ate iold
Her obituary noted tleastt eeme b f
who came in contact with her ;and was
sestifficient her entire |ife | was oft
expected that women must r el o, s « ..Mive. Her
career allowed her to live succeg@fNTINIW Gas2 Fa IshiynyglKe !woRGaNE ;
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Significant Buildings

"Wesl eyan Met hodi st Chur ch

The Wesleyan Met hodist Church was built on t h
110 Oxford St.) in Ingersoll, Ontario in 1854. It
| abour, I ngersoll residents who had been formerly
| ocal Bl ack residents had valwuable construction s
hchurch had a capacity for around 500 people, the
the top floor. The church was most notably a safe
Assisted by Quaker ssiwhwerthel Welsitefosn,g Blnadck peopl e
~ Southwestern Ontario from plantations in the Amer
Orl eans, Loui siana. Having to work under the prot
sl avery were secretly smuggled into the attic of
The church was a wel |l known ter minal of the Under
Il ngersoll by stage coach from Port Burwell, Ontar
C. Jackson. Ingersoll | ocals who condemned sl aver
freed people on nearby farms. A number of
famous individuals spo [ Wik i
- abolitionist John Browt
was al so a famous spe a s
Webster had spent mont
prison in the South, c
ensl aved people how to

cluding
cbster

The church choir in

Bl ack residents. The ¢ i ded
religious services aft
Wesl eyans moved to ano @
"Street. The building wg st publ
building in Ingersold/l city. A
closure as a church, t
number of | ocal busine I di ng
is no |l onger standing
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Significant Buildings

Hawkins Chapel

The former church known as Hawkins Chape

Ontari o, was established by two men who had
George WashingtoniNeal poHbeseatanhtdeD®n Ander
stonemason. The church was also commonly Kkn
Chapel by Il ocals. Washington and Anderson b
British Methodist Episcopal Church for Wood
They canvassed door to door at | ocal houses
construction of a chapel and, by 1886, the

Row. The wood frame chapel, which had a 200
on December 2, 1888 and would eventually pr
Bl ack families. The church eventually becam
mi ni ster Right Rev. Walter Hawkins.

Over the years, | ocal white families als
one minister Rev. Wi nBheneHaHe @bachkbkostate
church; we deal with toideclhuactherc!| osetdhe np
several years. I'n July,ofp@d&d Ree.cleocheabB
painted it black and whit e, as evidence tha
al most -demagde
revival, the church was
cl osed permanently in
1986; a private home now
stands at the site where
the chapel once stood.
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